






Round of �$�S�S�D�Z�V to Volunteer Connie
Our many thanks to administrative volunteer Connie Coleman. Starting in January, 
Connie began helping the admin team by filing, processing mail, organizing and even 
revamping a few filing cabinets. She even sews for the CSPCA! After retiring in 2008 
from NBT Bank, Connie was looking to ‘get out and do something.’ Additionally she is 
active with her church and the Chenango Health Center. Connie also adopted a 1 year 
old daschund named Lily from our shelter!

She encourages anybody who has the time to volunteer. “It’s rewarding and when you get 
home you feel like you accomplished something,” stated Connie. �����������������

Round of �$�S�S�D�Z�V to Lisa
Congratulations to our very own Director of Operations, Lisa Teller.  Lisa was the 
recipient of February’s Commerce Chenango Employee of the Month. Lisa was surprised 
with this honor by Maureen Carpenter of Commerce Chenango and Debbie Leinbach 
of Mang Insurance Agency. Thanks to Mang Insurance Agency, Mirabito Energy Group 
and Nina’s Pizzeria she received gift certificates and a cash gift for doing an exceptional job 
at the Chenango SPCA!

Special Thanks
A special thank you to Gerry Raymonda, photographer extraordinaire, for his time and talent in taking wonderful photos of our 
shelter animals and facility. Gerry has an amazing ability to capture his subject’s emotions and great moments. Check out his 
work at www.gerryraymonda.com. Thank you Gerry!

Want to help homeless animals but not sure how?
We have many ways that you can volunteer and get involved that fit your lifestyle. Call (607) 334-9724 ext. 2.
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Thank you!
We wish to send out a huge 
thank you to everyone who 
has helped the shelter during 
2009. Every volunteer hour, 
paper towel donation, tribute 
gift, contribution, etc. helps 

us provide care for the shelter 
animals. We thank you for all 
the ways that you helped and 

showed you care.
 

Bear with a handmade fleece blanket  
from Girl Scouts Troup 822 in Hamilton 

Thank you Girls!

Help Animals All Year Round
Join Loyal Friends, Our Monthly Giving Program
The Loyal Friends group is made up of devoted supporters 
who make regular monthly contributions to help Chenango 
SPCA save lives throughout the year. As a Loyal Friend, your 
gift provides steady funding that provides care, compassion 
and respect for each and every animal that arrives at the shelter.

Think of it as a virtual adoption. By joining this group of 
dedicated animal lovers, you can help provide hundreds of 
animals with a second chance for a new loving home.

Joining is easy through our website: you choose the amount to 
give, determine the frequency (monthly, quarterly, or weekly), 
decide whether to have the amount put on a credit card or 
from your checking account and the money is automatically 
withdrawn. There are no transaction fees. You can cancel at 
any time by contacting us. You save on stamps, envelopes and 
time!

You can always use your online banking service or use the 
traditional method of writing a check.

Members of the Monthly Giving Program will have 
their name listed in the shelter. Go to our website www.
chenangospca.org and click on the Donate Now button. 
Thank you!
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Woofstock II Features Live ‘Mewsic’
The CSPCA Board of Directors hosted their 2nd annual Woofstock at the Blarney Stone Pub in November which 

featured local bands: the Cherry Pickers, Suspicious Hats and the Foreheads. Woofstock raised over $1,700 for 
the shelter animals. Special thanks to the Blarney Stone Pub for hosting, Fine Line Graphics, Pennysaver, Todd 
Cramer of the ASPCA and the board of directors.  Save the date for Woofstock III on Sunday, November 21, 
2010.

CSPCA Adoptathon Helps Children and Animals
During the holiday season, a Gund Stuffed Bear Adoptathon was held to raise funds for the shelter animals. It started with a generous 
donation of 100 stuffed animals from Gund that former board member Cilla Davis helped to secure. Each bear was adopted for $10 
and then given to Toys for Tots. The Adoptathon was well received by the community and raised the much needed funds for the shelter 
animals while making a child’s holiday a little brighter. We appreciate Gund for their generosity, to those who adopted a bear, and are 
very glad to have helped support the Toys for Tots program. Look for our 2nd Annual Stuffed Animal Adoptathon for the 2010 holiday 
season. If you would like to volunteer to help with this event, contact Sue at (607) 334-9724 ext. 6.

Bentley Auction, A Sushiful Event!
On Monday, December 14, 2009 Candi and Arthur Ramer, owner of Sushi Blues, hosted the 3rd Annual ‘Bentley the Dog” Memorial 
Dinner and Auction at their restaurant in Hamilton. The auction raised an amazing $3,500 with over 40 guests who had a great time 
bidding on items from local shops and artists. We extend our sincerest appreciation to Candi, Arthur, Keith Rifenberg of Marquis 
Auctions who volunteered his time again and the many businesses and individuals that donated items for the auction. We truly cannot 
thank you all enough!

Your family members are likely 
your first beneficiaries, but have 
you thought about including 
your local animal shelter as 
well? Planning to include a 
charity in your will is not just 
for the wealthy. Gifts of all sizes 
can benefit a charities’ mission. 
Including the Chenango SPCA 
in your plans will help homeless 
and abused animals in your 
community for years to come. 
It’s a good idea that all of us, 
regardless of means, should 
make out our will and plan our 
estate.

For Cilla Davis, those plans are 
made.  Carol Hedlund and Sue 
Reymers sat down with Cilla to 
hear her story and history with 
the agency.

Cilla, along with her husband 
Jim Jared, have had an affinity 
for animals since they met.  
Over the years, they have 
rescued many countless lives. 
Cilla described that when 

Jim would come home with 
another rescued animal, 
he would say “Cilla, I did 
something.” And another 
homeless animal found a home.

In the 1980’s, they began to get 
involved with the Chenango 
SPCA. It started with a stray 
cat. Then lots of visits to the 
shelter. Some volunteer work. 
An adoption here and there. 
But then, both became more 
closely involved through board 
membership during the late 
1990’s and into the relocation 
of the agency in 2001. And 
now, in an even more lasting 
way…  through their estate 
plans.

When asked why she decided 
to include the CSPCA in her 
estate plans, Cilla responded, 
“Because we’ve included them 
in our giving plans during our 
lifetimes and it’s something 
that if we cannot be around 
to continue that, then we 

would like to perpetuate it 
through more of a long-term 
gift. Something that keeps on 
giving. But I also appreciate 
that you need it.”
That’s in fact very true, a 
bequest to the CSPCA will be 
a legacy of kindness that will 
help us to continue to combat 
animal cruelty and prevent 
suffering well into the 21st 
century. Bequest gifts live on 
in investments within our trust 
that help to ensure financial 
security for our mission. More 
than ever, planned gifts are 
important for our future. 

Animal sheltering has 
progressed tremendously over 
the last couple of decades and 
our shelter has progressed as 
well. Today, we are so much 
more than the ‘pound’ of 
yesteryear. Education, behavior 
specialists, professionals in our 
field, while our primary focus 
of adoptions and rescue remain 
strong. Our mission and vision 

go beyond 
today’s 
rescue but 
into the 
future 
where 
every animal is wanted and 
in a loving home. Including 
us in your will ensures that 
animals will continue to have a 
guardian tomorrow.

Cilla shared with us the 
thought, “If you appreciate 
the need while you are here, 
witnessing the benefits, and 
the successes, and the value of 
the organization, it only makes 
sense to recognize that your 
support can continue and I 
expect mine to.”

Contact the Development 
Office at (607) 334-9724 ext. 
6 for more information on 
Planned Gifts.

Make Kindness Your Legacy
The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.  -Mahatma Gandhi

CILLA & FRIEND
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There are quite a few misconceptions 
about what happens in an animal shelter. 
I held some of those misconceptions 
myself until I began visiting my local 
shelter and eventually began working 
there some years ago. I thought that it 
was where the sick, injured or aggressive 
animals ended up. Where those animal 
control officers brought that “fighting” 
dog on the end of that pole to do who 
knows what with. Until you’ve walked 
a mile or two in “shelter shoes” it’s hard 
to understand how completely wrong 
you were. Are there sick, injured and 
aggressive animals there? Absolutely.  
Because most times there is no other 
place for them to go, to be kept safe and 
cared for. But that is not the majority, 
that is the minority of the animals we 
provide care for day in and day out. 
We are such an integral part of the 
community because even if you don’t 
have a pet, we are there for you. Yes, 
you! If we were not there, where would 
you bring that adorable stray kitten 
who wandered into your yard on a cold 
winter day? We educate your children 
on how to be kind to animals, we 
provide your neighbors with insight into 
behavioral problems they have with their 
barking-all-day- dog, or investigate the 
person you witnessed being cruel to an 
animal.

We are also there for each and every 
person who is no longer able to care for 

their four legged friend. Recent times 
have caused such financial challenges for 
people that they can no longer care for 
their beloved pets. If we can keep that 
pet in their home we’ll do our best to try 
to provide food or other assistance. Or 
if it’s just too hard for them we will find 
their best friend a new forever home. 
Imagine the emotion involved in that 
scenario. It happens every day when you 
wear those “shelter shoes”. 

The mission of the Chenango Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals is to provide and promote care, 
compassion and respect for our animals 
and our community. Every single animal 
we care for is connected to a person, or 
persons. The animal-human connection, 
or bond, is amazingly strong. Most feel 
their pet is a part of their family, our 
community.

It is estimated that 50% of American 
households have at least one pet in 
their family. Many have multiple pets. I 
cannot imagine if there were no animal 
shelters to provide assistance for those 
families when they are in need, or to 
offer education for those who want to 
provide their littlest family member with 
training, or help them get reconnected 
if they get lost, or bring those who don’t 
properly care for animals or intentionally 
cause harm to them to justice. Our 
“shelter shoes” are pretty worn out some 

days. But we always manage 
to get a re-tread and keep on 
moving. 
The most amazing thing 
about “shelter  shoes” is 
the myriad of connections 
that happen when you’re 
wearing them. For example: 
Connecting the perfect 
pet with the perfect owner, 

connecting a child looking to provide 
assistance to the animals with a place to 
have a birthday party so the animals reap 
the benefit of their gifts; connecting a 
volunteer with the perfect “job” whether 
it’s cleaning cat pans, walking dogs or 
filing paperwork; connecting a satisfied 
donor with the knowledge that we are 
so appreciative; connecting the evil 
animal cruelty villain with the sheriff ’s 
department deputies; connecting a needy 
animal with the perfect foster home, 
temporary but perfect; connecting 
legislators with modern knowledge 
of  humane companion animal care to 
eventually make that connection into 
law.

My “shelter shoes” have walked many 
a mile, and they will continue to run 
many miles for our animals and for 
our community. They have taken me 
to many other areas of our country, 
allowing me to assist others animals 
and their people after hurricanes in 
Louisiana, the closing down of puppy 
mills in Canada, breaking up of pit bull 
fighting arenas in New York State. I no 
longer have any misconceptions about 
our reality. The reality is that we have 
been here for our community animals 
for over 100 years and we plan on being 
here for you for hundreds more.  If 
you’re up for an adventure in helping out 
an “old” not for profit, let us know- put 
on those shelter shoes and come along 
for the walk of a lifetime! 

Shelter Shoes
Carol J Hedlund, Executive Director Chenango SPCA

Carol and Killian


